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An Interactive Homework System

Homework is a wonderful way to connect with families. Because it is a system that most
families are familiar with, you can really take advantage of the daily connection it provides.

One way to strengthen your homework system is to add a weekly cover sheet to the
homework you are already preparing. Adding a cover sheet allows you to build in
communication from school, and ask for communication back from home. It allows you to
include non-worksheet based activities such as reading logs or continued APTT practice.
And finally, it asks for daily family involvement with homework by asking for family
members to initial each day.

Families love having a standard system for homework. It creates consistency even if the
assignments are changing from night to night.

Some things to consider:

1. You can fill out the weekly cover sheet on the computer or by hand and photocopy it
along with the homework. This only takes an additional 10-15 minutes each week.

2. You can photocopy a blank page and have students fill out their homework each
night. This may lead to investment and accountability for students, and will save
you time.

Tips for Teachers

e Consider how you can strengthen your homework system with a weekly cover sheet.
What is the easiest way to build on the homework you are already sending home so
it becomes a method of ongoing communication in addition to academic practice?

o Keep families updated on what you are doing! Families love hearing about what
happens with their children during the day.

e Be flexible! If families are unable to check homework each night, consider creating
an alternative schedule that works with their needs.

e Keep track weekly of homework completion. This will keep students and families
accountable. Make phone calls home when work is not complete and see if
alternative arrangements need to be created. You can even have students take out
the completed week of homework and have their binders open for easy insertion.

School Leaders: how can you help?
e Support teachers by having clear homework expectations for teachers and students
¢ Communicate the importance of supporting learning at home in whole school
communications
e Celebrate students and families that consistently complete homework.



Examples of Completed Weekly Sheets
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word pattems to the : 2 What dd you mad? | word flash cards
E pictures. i
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* Reading our LAST bock, Polar bears Past Bedtime
* Studying my sight words:
* Working in small groups fo raise our reading levels
* Leaming about different word pattermns and how te use them in our
reading and writing.
* Working on recognizing digraphs and blends {sh, wh, ch, th, Il, ss, fr).
* Adding and subfracting numbers.
* Decomposing numbers into groups and representing it as an equation.
* Werking on separating the sounds | hear in werds
* Counting by 15, 55 and 10s to 100.
Questions/Preguntas?
Ms. Dunne- (202)656-8138, meghan.dunne@dc.gov Please call, text, or email me with any questions
Ms. Dunne
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